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DETAILED ACTION 
Specification 

1 . The title of the invention is not descriptive. A new title is required that is clearly 
indicative of the invention to which the claims are directed. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the 
United States before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an international application 
by another who has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1), (2), and (4) of section 371(c) of this 
title before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent. 

The changes made to 35 U.S.C. 102(e) by the American Inventors Protection Act 
of 1999 (AIPA) and the Intellectual Property and High Technology Technical 
Amendments Act of 2002 do not apply when the reference is a U.S. patent resulting 
directly or indirectly from an international application filed before November 29, 2000. 
Therefore, the prior art date of the reference is determined under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) prior 
to the amendment by the AIPA (pre-AIPA 35 U.S.C. 102(e)). 

3. Claims 1, 5, 6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Alexander et al. (US 6,177,931). 

Referring to claim 1, Alexander et al. discloses a system and method for 
displaying an improved EPG on a display screen. A conventional television 
receiver(digital broadcasting receiver) can generate a display 1 0(electronic program 
guide display means)(col. 3, 1. 4-5)(Fig. 1). In one of Alexander's embodiments, a 
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viewer is asked to tune to a particular channel at a particular time if the viewer is 
interested in accessing and downloading particular types of information (col. 8, 1. 32- 
35)(displaying program information on a screen on the basis of service information 
included in digital broadcasting). The data is presented to the display by an on-screen 
display module (on-screen display circuit)(col. 5, 1. 28-37). 

Alexander et al. also discloses a PIP window 12 that displays a real time 
television program together with the EPG (received video display means for reducing 
received video and displaying the video, together with program information)(col. 3, 1. 56- 
58)(Fig. 1). 

Alexander et al. also discloses data download functionality for the EPG schedule, 
and/or supplemental information relevant to the program listings. Data for the EPG 
schedule, and/or supplemental information relevant to the program listings can be 
downloaded from various sources (information acquisition means for acquiring 
information related to a selected channel)(col. 8, 1. 18-35). 

Alexander et al. also discloses a translucent overlay of the PIP window 12, which 
can display the title, channel, and status of window 12 over the television program so the 
viewer can still see the entire image (message display means for creating a message 
corresponding to the acquired information and displaying the message in an area where 
the received video is reduced and displayed)(col. 3, 1. 58-62). 

Referring to claim 5, Alexander et al. discloses a procedure wherein a parent 
identifies all viewers of the television, and assigns individual viewer identifiers. The 
parent selects the channels and programs that can be visible in the Grid Guide for a 
particular viewer and selects channels and/or programs that are to be blocked from 
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viewing. Child viewers will view a simplified Grid Guide and will be blocked from 
viewing the programs so marked by the parent. Viewers are identified by viewer ID and 
password or by the individual viewer's remote control (information acquisition means 
acquires information indicating whether or not the selected channel corresponds to the 
viewing age limit)(col. 17, 1. 13-36). 

Referring to claim 6, Alexander et al. discloses a translucent overlay of the PIP 
window 12, which can display the title, channel, and status of window 12 over the 
television program so the viewer can still see the entire image (message display means 
displays a message in a semitransparent state in an area where received video is reduced 
and displayed)(col. 3, 1. 58-62). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 2, 7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Alexander et al. (US 6,177,931) in view of Breslauer et al. (US 6,637,027). 

Referring to claim 2, Alexander et al. discloses a system and method for 
displaying an improved EPG on a display screen. The system can utilize a conventional 
television receiver (digital broadcasting receiver) to generate display 10 (col. 3, 1. 4- 
5)(Fig. 1). Alexander et al. does not disclose that the information acquisition means 
acquires contract information related to a selected channel. Breslauer et al. discloses that 
a conditional access provider may provide a HTML format document that indicates terms 
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of a contract that need to be accepted before access to a pay-per-view channel will be 
granted (col. 10, 1. 26-28, 38-50). It would have been obvious to modify Alexander et al. 
to include a HTML format document indicating terms of a contract that need to be 
accepted before access to a pay-per-view channel will be granted such as that taught by 
Breslauer et al. in order to allow the viewer the convenience of perusing and accepting a 
contract from their home. 

Referring to claim 7, Alexander et al. discloses a system and method for 
displaying an improved EPG on a display screen. The system can utilize a conventional 
television receiver (digital broadcasting receiver) to generate display 10 (col. 3, 1. 4- 
5)(Fig. 1). The system also includes a PIP window 12 with a translucent overlay. The 
overlay can display the title, channel, and status of window 12 over the television 
program (col. 3, 1. 57-62). 

6. Claims 3, 8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Alexander et al. (US 6,177,93) in view of Dunn et al. (US 5,721,829). 

Referring to claim 3, Alexander et al. discloses a system and method for 
displaying an improved EPG on a display screen. The system can utilize a conventional 
television receiver (digital broadcasting receiver) to generate display 10 (col. 3, 1. 4- 
5)(Fig. 1). Alexander et al. does not disclose that the information acquisition means 
acquires preview information related to the selected channel. Dunn et al. discloses a 
preview browse UI of a VOD application 74 (Fig. 3). The preview browse UI facilitates 
the display of preview video trailers on the TV, which correspond to these programs. 
The UI further enables the viewer to "surf through the various trailers at his/her own 
pace, and rent a program for immediate viewing (information acquisition means acquires 
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preview information related to the selected channel)(col. 5, 1. 1-15). It would have been 
obvious to modify Alexander et al. to include a preview browse UI such as that taught by 
Dunn et al. in order to allow the viewer to preview channels before purchasing them. 

Referring to claim 8, Alexander et al. discloses a system and method for 
displaying an improved EPG on a display screen. The system can utilize a conventional 
television receiver (digital broadcasting receiver) to generate display 10 (col 3, 1. 4- 
5)(Fig. 1). The system also includes a PIP window 12 with a translucent overlay. The 
overlay can display the title, channel, and status of window 12 over the television 
program (col. 3, 1. 57-62). 

7. Claims 4,9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Alexander et al. (US 6,177,931) in view of Kohno et al. (US 6,462,784). 

Referring to claim 4, Alexander et al. discloses a system and method for 
displaying an improved EPG on a display screen. The system can utilize a conventional 
television receiver (digital broadcasting receiver) to generate display 10 (col. 3, 1. 4- 
5)(Fig. 1). Alexander et al. does not disclose that the information acquisition means 
acquires information indicating whether or not the selected channel is a radio program. 
Kohno et al. discloses an (on-air program guide) PP with a channel selecting section 83 
that displays buttons for determining a channel selected at a program title displaying 
section 82 (col. 8, 1. 20-22)(Fig. 6). Television channel determining button 83A has 
buttons capable of selecting a radio channel (col. 8, 1. 25). When the radio channel button 
83R is selected by the cursor K, the programs having no image but having audio signals 
are displayed at the program title displaying section 82 in the order of the channels (col. 
9, 1. 66-67 and col. 10, 1. l-2)(Fig. 9). It would have been obvious to modify Alexander 
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et al. to include a radio channel button such as that taught by Kohno et al. in order to 
present the viewer with information indicating whether a given channel is a television or 
radio program. 

Referring to claim 9, Alexander et al. discloses a system and method for 
displaying an improved EPG on a display screen. The system can utilize a conventional 
television receiver (digital broadcasting receiver) to generate display 10 (col. 3, 1. 4- 
5)(Fig. 1). The system also includes a PIP window 12 with a translucent overlay. The 
overlay can display the title, channel, and status of window 12 over the television 
program (col. 3, 1. 57-62). 

Conclusion 

8. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Gordon et al. (US 2004/0133910) discloses a program guide differing graphic 
layer opacities and with a video barker that can be used to display movie trailers. 

Schlarb et al. (US 6,664,984) discloses a method and system for designating and 
identifying individual programming in an electronic program guide that is available in a 
subscriber's television system as a pay-per-view event. Schlarb et al, also discloses a 
picture-in-picture window that displays a still picture, a video clip, live video, 
information associated with the selected program, or information associated with the 
program guide. 

Lawler et al. (US 5,907,323) discloses an electronic program guide with a 
program summary panel that includes a text description and display imagery of a user- 
selected program. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications 
from the examiner should be directed to Michael Van Handel whose telephone number is 
571 .272.5968. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday, 8:00am- 
5:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jim Groody can be reached on 571.272.7950. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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Examiner 
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